



On Thursday September 30, Canada honoured the inaugural Orange Shirt 
day and Truth and Reconciliation day of 
remembrance. As part of their cultural 
outreach the Vancouver Art Gallery (VAG) 
hosted ‘Xweýene:msta:m ?əkwəsqwel, 
seýem’ (translated as a call to witness/listen 
to respected one). Beginning at 12 pm, the 
event included speeches from MP Heidi 
Frye, MLA Melanie Mark and Squamish 
Elder Byrone Joseph. This event was meant 
as a sharing between local Indigenous 
speakers and performers and the wider 
Vancouver public. 
The performances were led by three 
groups: Butterflies in Spirit, Mortal 
Coil Performance Society and Tsatsu 
Stalqayu (translated as Coastal Wolf 
Pack). Butterflies in Spirit is a dance group 
comprised of family members of missing 
indigenous women. Their goal is to continue 
to raise awareness for their disappeared 
loved ones and fight for answers. Mortal 
Coil Performance Society is a theater and 
stilts society that aims to share intriguing 
stories and history with audiences far and 
wide. Finally, Tsatsu Stalqayu is a Coast 
Salish group with over 50 members aiming 
to share their traditional ways and songs in 
the spirit of their ancestors. 
Though there where easily several 
hundred people gathered for the event, 
the atmosphere remained attentive and 
respectful. As the speeches were delivered, 
it was clear that everyone present had a 
genuine interest in recognizing history and 
moving forwards with reconciliation. I for 
one felt both the gravity of the residential 
schools history but also the shared need for 
progress as felt by those in attendance. 
The performances themselves focused 
both on honouring the children lost and 
traumatized while also celebrating the 
resurgence of Indigenous culture and 
activity across Canada. Butterflies in Spirit 
and Mortal Coil performed together to 
outline the coming of the missionaries and 
the subsequent founding of the residential 
schools. Their joint performance began 
with tall and grotesque figures representing 
priests, nuns and what appeared to be a 
government official ordering the removal 
of indigenous children. From there, the 
two troupes acted out some of the horrors 
abducted children faced before an elder 
spirit and a bird spirit returned to vanquish 
the church and government officials. 
Butterflies in Spirit would also perform 
a dance on the steps of VAG led by one 
of their members rapping and urging 
the crowd in call and response. The final 
performances by Tsatsu Stalqayu truly 
exemplified the powerful defiance of the 
attempted destruction as the whole group 
sang and danced in the traditional ways of 
their people.
Though the event at VAG was 
successful, the day was spoiled in hindsight 
by PM Trudeaus vacationing. While the rest 
of the country was engaged in the hard work 
of reconciliation and self education, our 
prime minister felt the need to stretch his 
legs on the beaches of Tofino. Maybe he felt 
he needed a vacation after the unnecessary 
election he had called. Nonetheless, berefit 
of our leader, most Canadians truly did try 
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• TransLink looks to expand the use of 
copper





In November of 2020, Vancouver-based mining company Teck Resources announced a pilot project in partnership 
with Vancouvers’ TransLink to test the efficacy of copper 
on high-touch surfaces. The project, as reported by the 
Dailyhive, was initially set to run for four weeks on two 
buses and two SkyTrain cars. The goal was to harness 
the natural antimicrobial effects of the metal in order to 
limit COVID transmission. Project directors had hopes 
of sharing any positive data with other transportation 
services. TransLink initially aimed to swab the copper 
surfaces twice a week to verify ongoing efficacy.
In the pilot release statement, TransLink CEO Kevin 
Desmond acknowledged that this would be the first such 
project in North America and that it came after careful 
examination aimed to increase rider safety. Interestingly, 
Desmond refers to the use of copper as a disinfectant as an 
“emerging technology,” despite its long history of use. This 
may be on account of Vancouver Coastal Health (VCH) and 
Teck Resources’ more contemporary studies on the use of 
copper. Dr. Marthe Charles of VCH is quoted as saying that: 
“This project builds on preceding research and will increase 
our understanding of the effectiveness of copper in killing 
organisms on frequently-touched surfaces.”
However, the use of copper and its antibacterial 
powers have been documented by outside sources and 
are backed with historic uses and precedence. The 
Smithsonian Magazine reports that the earliest recorded 
medical use of copper occurred in 1700 B.C. by an 
Egyptian doctor. Other ancient uses of copper included 
copper drinking vessels to prevent diarrhea and inserting 
copper shavings into battle wounds to mitigate infections.
In the same article, a microbiology and immunology 
professor at the Medical University of South Carolina, 
Michael G. Schmidt describes copper as a “molecular 
oxygen grenade” due to its atomic makeup. Microbiology 
researcher at the University of Southampton in England, 
Bill Keevil explains that the free electron in copper's 
outer shell allows for “oxidation-reduction reactions.” 
Additionally, microbes in contact with copper are 
assaulted with ions that destroying DNA and RNA that 
would otherwise mutate.  
5 months after the project began, Teck Resources 
released a statement revealing that 99.9 percent of 
bacteria tested were killed on the copper used. Teck 
indicates that they funded the first phase of the pilot and 
that’s its results were found using a combination of lab 
and real-world transit use data. They also indicate that 
the two most effective copper products were copper decals 
and a “copper nickel plasma spray.”
Given the efficacy, as witnessed by both independent 
researchers and Teck, Vancouver residents may be 
interested in TransLink’s’ announcement to extend the use 
of copper in their vehicles. In announcing this expansion, 
the Dailyhive notes that this expansion will also be funded 
by Teck—likely as part of their aforementioned second 
phase. Local testing will occur with the assistance of the 
University of British Columbia and VCH.
Killing bacteria is heavy metal
 › TransLink looks to expand the use of copper
Shivani Jeet
Contributor
According to reporting by CNN, Gabby Petito was reported missing on September 11 by her family; this occurred 10 days after her boyfriend, Brian Laundrie had returned home. Given the disappearance of their daughter, Petito’s 
family wanted answers as to where their daughter was. 
On September 19, a body was found in Teton County, Wyoming; two days later, news agencies including CTV 
confirmed that the remains belonged to Petito. Laundrie is the prime suspect in the murder of Petito, however, not 
too long after he returned from their trip, he went into hiding, forcing an FBI search, as reported by NBC News.
While many in the community heard the news and reacted to addressing gender-based violence and abusive 
relationships, it was a different perspective for Indigenous women and girls whose voices are not often met in 
mainstream media.
In the same area Gabby Petito was reported missing, and later found deceased, 710 Indigenous peoples—over 
half of them being women—have gone missing since 2011. This information was released in a January report by the 
Wyoming Missing and Murdered Indigenous People Task Force. The same report determined that only 30 percent 
of Indigenous victims make the mainstream headlines while 51 percent of white female victims achieved headline 
coverage. This has led critics to charge that the level of attention given to Gabby Petito and white women in general, 
has never been equally applied to missing POC or Indigenous women and girls. The late PBS anchor Gwen Ifill coined 
the term “Missing White Woman Syndrome” to describe the media focus on missing white women at the expense of 
marginalized and vulnerable women, particularly Black, Indigenous and trans women. 
The murder of Gabby Petito 
sparks outrage and criticism
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• 'Sportsnet' writer, Iain MacIntyre, 
analyzes the Canucks’ preseason




The Vancouver Canucks are fine-tuning their lineup in preparation for the start 
of the 2021-22 season. The Canucks played 
their first pre-season game against the 
newest expansion team, the Seattle Kraken 
on September 26 in Spokane—losing by a 
score of 5 to 3. Two days later, the Canucks 
defeated the Calgary Flames 4 to 2 in 
Abbotsford. 
It is difficult to gauge the Canucks 
without Quinn Hughes and Elias Pettersson 
in the lineup—both are unsigned restricted 
free agents and currently not with the team. 
Canucks coach, Travis Green, spoke with 
the media as reported by thehockeywriters.
com, saying he was disappointed that the 
two bright young stars of the future are 
out of the lineup. “It affects the team and 
affects the players individually,” he said. “I’m 
disappointed they’re not here obviously 
as a coach. We got a lot of new bodies on 
our team. I think being two big pieces 
to our team it’s important they’re here, 
and obviously being two younger players, 
training camp is a big part of working on 
certain parts of your game and these are two 
young players that are vital to our team.”
Canucks GM, Jim Benning, also 
expressed disappointment about the 
Hughes and Pettersson situation. “I’m 
disappointed they’re not going to be here 
for the start of camp, but I’m going to 
continue to talk to CAA and Pat Brisson 
[the agent for Pettersson and Hughes] and 
try to get something figured out here as 
soon as we can,” he said. “I don’t think we’re 
that far apart but these are complex, unique 
deals. These are two good young players 
and an important part of our group.”
On September 30, Thomas Drance, 
senior writer for The Athletic—posted on 
Twitter with an update: “Sources indicate 
to @TheAthletic that the #Canucks and 
CAA made progress this morning in Elias 
Pettersson, Quinn Hughes talks. Don’t 
call it a breakthrough (yet), but there’s 
optimism that Vancouver and their two 
cornerstone players are inching toward a 
resolution at last.” 
In addition to the Hughes and 
Pettersson circumstances, defenceman, 
Travis Hamonic, has not reported to the 
team—according to the Dailyhive. On 
September 24, the Canucks released a 
statement saying Hamonic was away for 
“personal reasons.” Irfaan Gaffar reported 
on September 23 that Hamonic is not in 
Vancouver and his absence was not injury-
related. The Canucks have previously 
stated the entire team will be 100 percent 
fully vaccinated before opening night. This 
led to speculation that Hamonic is vaccine-
hesitant. But Rick Dhaliwal, co-host of 
Donnie and Dhali on CHEK stated the 
rumours of Hamonic being “anti-vaccine” 
are untrue. “Everything he is doing in this 
decision… is family-related,” Dhaliwal 
said during the Donnie and Dhali show on 
September 27. “I am not hearing that he’s 
anti-vax. I am not hearing that.”   
Sportsnet writer, Iain MacIntyre, 
known as “the triple threat” during his 
frequent appearances on Sportsnet 650, 
was in attendance in Abbotsford when 
the Canucks hosted the Flames. He was 
impressed with the new players in the 
lineup: Conor Garland, Mike DiPietro, 
Jack Rathbone, Jonah Gadjovich and Alex 
Chiasson. “I was [also] impressed with 
Oliver Ekman-Larsson,” MacIntyre said in 
an email interview with the Other Press. “It 
wasn’t just that you can see how smoothly 
he skates and moves the puck and gets up 
and down the ice, but how physically he 
competed in a pre-season game. He was 
fully engaged, which is an excellent sign for 
the Canucks.” 
However, MacIntyre believes the 
Canucks are still not strong enough on 
the back end. “But the defence remains 
a question mark—and not only because 
Quinn Hughes is still a free agent,” he 
said. “Ekman-Larsson over Alex Edler is 
a slight upgrade, but it is offset by the 
slight downgrade to Tucker Poolman from 
Nate Schmidt. And now Travis Hamonic 
may choose not to play this season, which 
probably means Luke Schenn becomes a 
regular. Rathbone is a burst of sunlight, 
but the group still needs to be stronger. It 
should help that the Canucks appear to be 
considerably better at forward. They should 
have the puck more, which means less 
defending than they had to do last season.”   
Canucks forward, Brock Boeser, who 
played 56 games last season, scoring 49 
points (23 goals and 26 assists) appears 
to be back in top form. He has battled 
serious back and wrist injuries. The 
Canucks will be looking for more offence 
from the Minnesota-born sniper, who 
is now entering his fifth season with the 
franchise. “I’m pretty excited for this year 
and I’m pretty driven to have a strong year 
after last year and be more consistent,” 
Boeser said at the end of training camp in 
Abbotsford on September 25—as reported 
by Iain MacIntyre. “I think that’s a big 
thing: consistency. I thought I had a pretty 
good year last year but there’s [sic] some of 
those nights where you just feel off or feel 
you could be better for the team. That’s 
something I’ve really been thinking about. If 
I can bring that game each and every night. 
[...] I think that’s going to help our team.”    
The Canucks open the season on 
October 13 on the road in Edmonton; as 
part of a long six-game road trip. Vancouver 
plays their home opener on October 26 
against the Minnesota Wild—part of a 
seven-game homestand at Rogers Arena. 
'Sportsnet' writer, Iain MacIntyre, 
analyzes the Canucks’ preseason  
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On September 23, 1992, a young female goalie named Manon Rhéaume suited 
up for the Tampa Bay Lightning in an 
exhibition game against the St. Louis Blues. 
The moment was historic, as Rhéaume 
became the first woman to play in any of 
the major North American professional 
sports leagues. She played one period, 
allowing two goals on nine shots.  
Long before her appearance with the 
Lightning, Rhéaume was already breaking 
new ground as a woman trying to play in 
a male-dominated sport like hockey. A 
March 2020 story published on NHL.com 
reported that in 1984, Rhéaume became 
the first female to play in the renowned 
Quebec International Pee-Wee Hockey 
Tournament. She would make history 
again in 1991 when she became the first 
woman to play in the Quebec Major Junior 
Hockey League, playing goal for the Trois-
Rivières Draveurs.     
Of course, many critics believed 
Rhéaume’s association with Tampa Bay was 
merely a publicity stunt. Former NHL great 
and Hall of Famer, Phil Esposito, was then 
the Lightning GM. He stated the reason 
why he signed the 20-year-old goalie from 
Lac-Beauport, Quebec—telling the Tampa 
Bay Times: “Why Manon? Because we 
needed our names in the paper, that’s why. 
It worked. We made her a millionaire, and 
she really helped us be on the map.”
The Tampa Bay Times also reported 
that Rhéaume had the third-best goals-
against-average of any Tampa Bay goalie 
during camp. Although Rhéaume making 
the team was perhaps a long shot, she 
deserved a chance to prove herself. Former 
Lightning forward, Brian Bradley, was a 
member of the Lightning’s first team and 
also the team’s first All-Star; Bradley recalls 
his doubts about Rhéaume before seeing 
how hard she worked. “I don’t think a lot of 
us thought she’d make it into a game," he 
said. “But Manon, she worked her tail off 
and earned a lot of respect from the guys.”
However, not everyone was embracing 
Rhéaume’s history-making moment. E.M. 
Swift voiced his displeasure, in an article 
written for Sports Illustrated on September 
28, 1992: “Is her playing goal in Tampa a 
breakthrough in women’s sports? Sorry. I 
call it manipulative and sexist, a desperate 
attempt to sell a bad hockey team to an 
uninitiated Southern city [...] It doesn’t 
hurt the publicity-seeking Lightning that 
[Rhéaume] is pretty and that she was 
reportedly was offered, and turned down, 
$50,000 from Playboy for a photo layout.”  
Nevertheless, despite the criticism 
Rhéaume faced, it would not overshadow 
her accomplishments. Wendell Young, 
a former Tampa Bay goalie, respected 
Rhéaume’s courage and resiliency. “I 
think she did an excellent job; she did a 
much better job than any of the males 
would have under that microscope," he 
told nhl.com. “She was hitting a new 
frontier in hockey, representing women 
in hockey and she put it all on her 
shoulders. With the scope of the amount 
of people who were watching, we would 
have never had that media frenzy if she 
wasn’t there [….] But she handled it 
unbelievably. She came in as a pro and 
treated everything that way. She treated 
it as a job; she came to camp like anybody 
else trying to get a position. But she had 
extra stuff to deal with, and she did it 
well. But once she got on the ice, it was 
all about hockey.” 
Rhéaume would become a household 
name; as she made numerous public 
appearances including appearing on Late 
Night with David Letterman in 1992. She 
won gold medals at the IIHF Women’s 
World Championship (1992 and 1994). 
Rhéaume also won a silver medal at the 
1998 Winter Olympics in Nagano, Japan—
the first-year women’s hockey was included 
at the Olympic Winter Games.        
Years later, Rhéaume admitted the 
road to becoming a professional female 
athlete was never easy. She encountered 
frequent criticism and especially sexism 
simply because she was a woman trying to 
play hockey—a sport generally dominated 
by men. But Rhéaume credits her father, 
Pierre, who taught her at a young age to 
be resilient—and never give up. “A lot 
of people ask me, [how] did you make it 
that far, when everyone was saying no?’” 
Rhéaume said in a 2016 interview with 
Sports Illustrated. “A big part of it is my 
parents. My dad was not afraid to put me in 
a situation where he knew I’d be failing. He 
was never going to stop me from being in a 
situation where I may not make a team.” 
In March 2021, Rhéaume, in an 
interview with Spectrum Bay News 9, 
recalled how nervous she felt before 
playing in goal for one period for the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. “That walk from 
the locker room to the ice, never in my 
life have I been so nervous,” she said. “My 
heart was beating so hard, I felt like it was 
coming out of my chest. But the coolest 
thing was, as soon as I got on the ice, 
the butterflies went away and I was just 
playing a hockey game.” But at the time, 
Rhéaume was focused on trying to stop 
the puck—rather than being preoccupied 
with making history: “I think it took me 
years to realize how big of a deal it was.” 
In September 2021, Rhéaume was 
honoured in Quebec City with the 
unveiling of a bronze statue. “I realized 
that my story had touched and inspired 
people many years after my career,” she told 
NHL.com. “I find it satisfying and I want to 
continue to be an inspiration.”
Today, Rhéaume works as a public 
speaker; and is also an analyst on RDS, 
a French-language television network. 
In addition, she is the coordinator of the 
Little Caesars' female hockey program that 
is affiliated with the Detroit Red Wings. 
Rhéaume coaches the under-12 team as 
part of her role. She tries to instill to her 
players the lessons she was taught as a 
young woman—to always work hard and 
try your best—telling NHL.com in March 
2020: “I always tell them to follow their 
dreams no matter what the dream is and to 
believe in themselves. Hard work and never 
giving up is what can make you succeed.” 
A pioneer goalie and hockeys’ first lady
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• One of the more interesting superhero 




Vincent Van Gogh: You know the artist and the mad man that cut one of his ears off. During 
the later years of his life, he had a workshop and 
painting space in his asylum. Van Gogh used that 
space to draw his famous works which expressed 
his vision of the places that he went to in his life 
and how depressed he was.
Like many famed painters, his artwork was 
not fully appreciated until many years after he 
passed away; now, it inspires with its swirls, warm 
and fuzzy colours, and detailed strokes. People 
that are new to Van Gogh’s artwork can experience 
them in an innovative immersive way. Imagine 
Van Gogh is an art exhibit by Annabelle Mauger 
and Julien Baron, presented with Image Totale.
The projection technology in Image Totale 
allows the viewer to see a new perspective of the 
paintings. First shown in Paris, the exhibit finally 
came to Canada in 2019 beginning in Montreal. 
This first stop excited me. During its pandemic 
stop in Toronto last year, they had an innovative 
way to present Imagine Van Gogh while 
maintaining social distancing by cars driving 
through a warehouse making the experience feel 
like a ride.
The exhibit came to Vancouver last summer 
at the Vancouver Convention Centre. It is still 
running, and I was able to experience it before it 
closes on October 15. Because of the pandemic 
and to allow as many people as possible to see the 
art exhibit, you have to enter at a specific time, 
and it will take an hour to fully appreciate the 
way the art of Van Gogh is being delivered.
In the first 30 minutes, you learn about how 
the art exhibit was developed and the history 
of Van Gogh. I learned that Van Gogh liked 
Japanese paintings because of their colours 
and that he wrote a lot of letters to his wife and 
especially his brother. After that, you enter the 
exhibition hall as Van Gogh’s life is presented 
through his paintings accompanied by classical 
and opera music.
You have to go through the presentation 
twice which fills the last 30 minutes and you may 
even feel the need to go through it a third time if 
your mind was blown by what you just saw. The 
explanations of Van Gogh complement what I 
experienced in the exhibit which is best seen in 
person. Not only the walls were projected but 
also the floor as well.
There were sections where you would also 
look at the floor including the section about 
Van Gogh’s childhood or when letters that he 
wrote are projected. The texture of the screens 
mimicked art canvas, allowing the paintings 
to look almost exactly like the originals. When 
you explore the exhibit which is one room, you 
can look at one side for a few minutes and go to 
another side after that to see another angle.
Some of the images move to create a bit of 
realism. There was a breezy section where they 
show the French countryside and life at the farm. 
When they get to the section which has the 
famous painting ‘The Starry Night’, the stars in 
the city night sky are in view and more details in 
the sky are revealed when it zooms in.
Even if you are a fan of Vincent Van Gogh’s 
work, you will appreciate it even more in Imagine 
Van Gogh. If you miss the opportunity to see this 
art exhibit, you have another chance to go inside 
art via Image Totale with Imagine Picasso.
'Imagine Van Gogh' review
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In 2018, Sony officially began creating their universe with the Marvel characters 
they owned the film rights to under the 
Spider-Man banner with Venom. The 
movie was lambasted by critics, but 
beloved by fans of the character. After 
hauling in over $800 million at the box 
office, a sequel was going to happen. That 
sequel, Venom: Let There Be Carnage 
(Venom 2) doubles down on the Brock 
and Venom bromance to hilarious results, 
and is more competently made than its 
predecessor. However, its storyline is so 
densely packed, and characters so detailed, 
that upon first viewing it may not stand up 
as well with viewers trying to take in all the 
symbiote action. 
This movie follows in the footsteps 
of the previous movie's mid-credit scene, 
with Brock getting an exclusive interview 
with serial killer Cletus Kasady, played by 
Woody Harrelson. After a bite transfers 
Brock’s symbiotic blood into Kasady, he 
becomes the menacing Carnage. Paired 
with his lifelong love Frances Barrison 
(played by Naomi Harris). Barrison has 
the power to make sonic waves as the 
scenery-chewing villan Shriek; together, 
Carnage and Shriek look to end Brock and 
Venom while taking revenge on the world 
that wronged them. 
Some of the highlights of this film 
are the performances. The interplay 
between Tom Hardy’s Brock and Venom, 
also voiced by Hardy, is amplified from 
the first movie to become the highlight 
of the movie. Both characters feel like 
an old married couple. Bickering over 
trivial issues like Venom’s desire to eat 
bad guys' heads, and Brock’s desire to not 
have Venom eat anyone. Harrelson and 
Harris are a great tag team as the villains 
of the film, looking like they are simply 
relishing in all the pain they are causing. 
While Brock’s love interest Anne and her 
now fiancé Dan had more to do in the first 
movie, they still contribute to the film’s 
overall enjoyment. 
The one character that does fall flat 
though is Carnage. The relationship with 
Kasady feels more Kasady than Carnage, 
with the red symbiote almost feeling like 
a background character at times, which 
is disappointing to me since Carnage was 
one of my favourite comic book villains as 
a kid, and I have been waiting for over 20 
years for a live-action Carnage appearance. 
The humour is also improved from 
the last film. It’s clear that they lean into 
the comedy aspects of the film with scenes 
like Venom going to a rave, and comical 
fights between Brock and Venom. It feels 
like director Andy Serkis reflected on what 
worked in the last film—specifically the 
unique humour—and added to it without 
going too far. The CGI is also much better 
in this film, likely due to Serkis’s proficient 
use of CGI throughout his career.
This film is difficult to judge. I did 
enjoy it, but keeping up with the storyline 
was a bit difficult. It sometimes felt like 
I was dropped into the action at times, 
and I had trouble figuring everything 
out. It almost seems like there was more 
development between characters that was 
cut out of the movie, and considering the 
movie is a brisk 90 minutes, that is very 
possible. This is a film that may get better 
on repeat viewings once you know what 
is going to happen and can follow along 
with more ease, but the biggest plus of 
the film may be that I do want to go back 
and see the movie again. In a way that may 
be the real connection between Venom 2 
and the original Venom. Both movies are 
loud and kind of dumb but in the most 
fun way possible. In a way that separates 
them from the polished, cookie-cutter 
productions of their Marvel Cinematic 
Universe cousins.
Venom 2 is not a perfect movie. It’s 
just a fun time in the theatre, and after a 
year and a half in which that was very hard 
to come by, Venom 2 might just be the 
kind of fun time we need these days. 
'Venom: Let There Be Carnage' review























Ever since the disappearance of Gabby Petito was reported, there has been an ongoing discussion on “missing white 
woman syndrome.” The term itself was coined in 2004 by 
Gwen Ifill to describe the media’s coverage discrepancy 
between younger, generally affluent white women and women 
of colour. The term itself is used as a critique when it is applied 
to the wider categories of less affluent white people and other 
marginalized people—consider the LGBTQ community—who 
the media also often fail to illuminate. 
The question for many people when it comes to the term 
“missing white women syndrome” is whether or not the 
words are needlessly divisive. At times the counterargument 
gruesomely mimics the ‘All Lives Matter’ rhetoric and 
counter-protest: i.e. not used to solve the problem but 
rather as a method to silence the uncomfortable criticisms 
being made. It is as if when faced with the idea that some 
groups are excluded from media highlights and concerns a 
section of the population would rather turn their heads away 
and scream division. But the term is not really about white 
women as a category vis-à-vis non-white women or others, 
rather it’s a question of how we in society value different lives 
and why we value these lives differently.
As I was thinking about the disappearance of Petito and 
as I read about the syndrome, I was struck by the name Laci 
Peterson. It was a name I had not heard since my childhood 
yet it was burned into some obscure portion of my brain. 
I remembered the dateline episodes and the coverage. I 
remembered the sombre yet frantic and sensationalized 
nature of the case all these years later. 
But most importantly, I remember 
how they described Peterson; 
always positively, using 
words like “promising” and 
“blessed” or “smiling” to 
communicate her life and 
the loss to the world. 
Even now I can’t 
quite tell if she 
was described 
as “angelic” (though I certainly don’t doubt that someone said 
it) or if that was what my brain had reduced the collective 
adjectives of the case to.
When I contemplate the total of the words used to describe 
Peterson and Petito, all too often the end result is that they are 
painted as victims robbed of the world that they deserved. Their 
families are described as ceaselessly suffering the unfairness 
of a world that takes the brightest lights so harshly. Though I’m 
certainly not arguing that there is no value to their lives, I am 
arguing that we are not called to value other lives equally. It’s 
clear to me that the media wants me, you and anyone watching 
to value the lives of a few white women, handpicked by fate and 
placed before us highly; yet, it is not clear to me that other lives 
are so valued by the media.  
In fact, recent reporting by Mercury News covered a Bay 
Area News castor named Frank Sommerville who was suspended 
indefinitely for asking to highlight the phenomena known as 
“missing white women syndrome.” As reported, Sommerville’s 
proposal was rejected by news director Amber Eikel and led to 
a potentially heated debate with the rest of the staff. Certainly, 
this seems like a clear case of the media picking who we should 
and should not care about. Yet, in the weeks after Sommerville’s 
suspension, any number of mainstream outlets have moved to 
cover both Petito’s case and the historic imbalance of coverage. 
But apparently, for Eikel this was unacceptable. 
This seems to be a question of who can rightfully be 
described as a victim versus who is considered guilty of their 
own demise. Even white women on the wrong side of suspicion 
are forgotten. In the case of Tiffany Whitton, the media's 
opinion seemed clear: she was a drug addict caught 
stealing who ran away from judgement and 
vanished. As far as they were concerned, 
she was as guilty of her end as 
whatever unfortunate thing befell her, 
simply because it would be hard for 
them to write “promising angel” in 
their coverage. But Whitton is still 
a human being, and her family 
are also victims suffering the 
unfairness of the world; 
why should her life be 
valued differently? 
Considering missing women
 › Should we ignore the unequal media treatment of human lives?
Why should her disappearance be tossed aside? Should we as a 
society sit so idly while different lives are put on different rungs  
to be cared for or ignored,
In an Esquire interview with Whitton’s mother Lisa Daniels, 
she reveals that directors for TV show host Nancy Grace were 
completely uninterested in her daughter's story simply because 
of her past. Given that Nancy Grace herself argued to Larry 
King that she felt no guilt for wrongly accusing Richard Ricci of 
kidnap by saying: “I still say to this day, he was the most logical 
suspect police had at the time,” its not that surprising that she 
would not feel much sympathy to Whitton or any other missing 
person with a less than perfect history. 
Here in Canada, we can look at the Highway of Tears and 
the apathy of the RCMP and other police forces in finding these 
missing women. According to RCMP standards, only 18 women 
have been deemed missing on the Highway of Tears, while 
First Nations groups have put the numbers at over 50 women 
taken. The issue has been so serious that it spawned a day of 
awareness in Red Dress Day, held annually on May 5. But even 
that is overshadowed by the response to missing white women. 
For many missing white women, their images and names 
have been immortalized in laws or public actions. The Amber 
Alert is named after Amber  Hagerman who was murdered 
in 19 96. Her family's story so thoroughly captured the 
imaginations and hearts of Americans that it spawned the now 
ubiquitous alert system for missing children. In contrast, an 
almost unknowable number of young BIPOC women and girls 
have gone missing with nary a peep and certainly no wall-to-
wall coverage. Laci Connor’s law was implemented following 
the death of Laci Peterson and her unborn child, while other 
laws including Jessica’s Law (named after Jessica Lunsford) 
have been passed and thoroughly incorporated into our legal 
system while only recently has the plight of missing Indigenous 
women along the Highway of Tears garnered coverage and 
governmental action. 
I think it's time we ask ourselves, how equal is our world 
really when some people's children are promised front-page 
status in life and disappearance while other children are 
confined to single columns deep in the paper? How close 
to justice are we when the RCMP sight 18 women missing 
while families and loved ones believe that nearly four times 
that number have been taken? How just is our world when 
the media can pan some for seeming to lack a sufficient level 
of innocence? Have we internalized a racial hierarchy that 
maintains a real worth division when it comes to human lives? 
Maybe our ongoing cultural awakening will expose people 
to these more subtle forms of inequality. Maybe this will force 
a change in media offices around the world and it can help 
all of us view each other's lives as equally valid. Until then, it 
seems like families far and wide will continue to suffer these 
horrid injustices.
The term is not really about white women as a category vis-à-vis non-white 
women or others, rather it’s a question of how we in society value different lives 
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What to do 




It’s Ugg boot and crunchy leaf time in the city! It is becoming cold-ish and rainy in a way that 
drives the casual hiker into indoor seclusion. So 
what will you do now that you’re trapped inside? 
Maybe if you have been good and prepared 
yourself for cuffing season, you’ll have a nice 
significant other to curl up with on the couch. If 
that’s the case, then here are some movies, TV 
shows and music for you to check out.
Seinfeld has made its debut on Netflix! 
All 180 episodes of the classic hit sitcom are 
available on everyone's favourite streaming 
service (sorry Hulu and Amazon Prime). 
For those who missed the original series or 
were sidetracked by the equally popular but 
subjectively inferior Friends, Seinfeld follows 
titular character Jerry Seinfeld and 3 of his 
friends across a series of adventures in New York 
and across the globe. The show has provided 
decades of laughs to millions of people and will 
certainly entertain you throughout the fall and 
winter seasons.
Following the untimely end of Kim’s 
Convenience, co-creator and writer Kevin 
White launched Strays. The new sitcom follows 
Shannon Ross (played by Nicole Power) as she 
takes over a struggling animal rescue centre 
in Hamilton, Ontario. The show combines 
the clever humour that Kim’s Convenience 
was known for with a fresh storyline and new 
characters that will invite audiences new and 
old to the world White has constructed. 
Love For Sale is the follow-up to 2014’s 
Cheek to Cheek; both are duet albums between 
Lady Gaga and Tony Bennett. As both artists 
have had immense separate popularity 
the original collaboration was interesting; 
however, given the success of the original, 
it makes sense that the two would launch 
a sophomore album to excite music fans 
worldwide. Given that the first word of the title 
is love, this may be a near-perfect soundtrack 
for cold days with bae.
One of RnB’s most beloved songstresses, 
Aaliyah, has recently had the majority of her 
discography released to streaming networks 
with the remainder set to drop on October 8. 
After her untimely death in a plane crash, her 
lush vocals and thoughtful songs have risen to 
a state of near magic for RnB fans. As CD’s and 
records are generally out of print, it was nearly 
impossible for younger audiences to hear her 
music save for illegal downloading. Now, fans of 
all ages will have the opportunity to add “Rock 
the Boat” to their favourite playlists.
One classic movie that is available to us 
Canadian Netflix subscribers but is locked from 
our American contemporaries is 1994’s Leon: 
The Professional. This movie has long been 
considered a cinema classic and it features a 
standout performance from a young Natalie 
Portman. If you consider yourself a movie fan, 
or even if you don’t particularly care for movies, 






















 › Fall movie, music and streaming recommendations
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Record stores are as scarce as free-flowing traffic on the Lions Gate Bridge 
during rush hour. One store that was a 
retail fixture in the Lower Mainland for 
music buyers during the pre-internet era 
was A&B Sound.   
A&B Sound was the prime store that 
contained everything to satisfy your music-
craving needs: LPs, cassettes, VHS tapes, 
LaserDiscs, CDs and DVDs. The company 
also sold a wide range of electronics: 
TVs, VCRs, Hi-Fi systems, CD players, 
DVD players, car stereo equipment and 
computers. The store first opened in 1959 
in downtown Vancouver by Fred Steiner. In 
1970, it moved to 556 Seymour Street. A&B 
Sound was known for its legendary Boxing 
Day sale where electronics fans and music-
loving diehards would camp outside the 
Seymour store location, oftentimes in cold, 
freezing weather.  
The store was well-known for its 
advertising as television, radio and 
newspaper ads were frequent. In a 
November 2018 story about A&B Sound, 
Global News stated the company took pride 
in selling an extensive catalogue of music 
at low prices: “Their relentless pursuit of 
bargain prices frustrated competitors and 
distributors. In its prime, it had enough 
size and influence to ensure that customers 
in western Canada enjoyed some of the 
lowest music prices in North America.” 
A&B Sound had stores in Victoria, 
Nanaimo, Vancouver, Surrey, Burnaby 
and Coquitlam. Another store opened 
in Kelowna followed by expansion 
into Alberta with Edmonton, Calgary, 
Lethbridge and Red Deer all gaining 
storefronts. Then more stores opened in 
Regina, Saskatoon and Winnipeg. 
Global News reported in the same 
story that many musical acts—especially 
from the 1980s—made appearances at A&B 
Sound to meet and greet fans. Acts like 
Glass Tiger, Platinum Blonde and Maestro 
Fresh Wes all made appearances at the 
store. Unfortunately, a 1997 visit by Marilyn 
Manson to the Seymour Street store turned 
ugly with fans breaking the front window.      
But the advent of music downloading 
services like Napster and other file-sharing 
software in the late 1990s; marked a 
significant turning point for the once giant 
of the electronic retail industry. Lane Orr 
was A&B Sound’s former vice-president 
of the flagship location on Seymour 
Street. He stated the internet and music 
downloading services played a key role in 
the store’s eventual demise. Orr also said 
another contributor was the store’s liberal 
return policy. “We started to see Napster 
and all those things come along and we 
had what you’d call ‘burn and return,’” 
Orr told Global News. “We had a lot of 
people coming in, they’d pick up a CD and 
they’d burn it and bring it back and say 
it’s defective. Return policies allowed that. 
As soon as things went digital, it became a 
much different animal.”
In addition, the company attempted to 
expand to online sales. However, Orr says it 
was just too difficult trying to compete with 
other giant retail stores. “We were a bricks-
and-mortar chain and we just never really 
went at it because I think deep down we 
knew that that just wasn’t the model,” he 
said. “At that time, we had Best Buy coming 
in from the US doing a few billion dollars 
a year and they bought Future Shop and so 
it was one of those things. Do you want to 
pour money down this sinkhole?”
In November 2008, A&B Sound 
declared bankruptcy; leading to the 
closing of all stores in Western Canada 
and ending an era that lasted for nearly 
50 years. The Seymour Street location 
closed three months prior. In 2021, the 
store made a comeback; in the form of 
clothing wear. Vancouver Is Awesome 
reported in May 2021 that ‘BC Is Awesome’ 
( an affiliate company) released a set of 
A&B Sound T-shirts, followed by hooded 
sweatshirts. The clothing apparel is proudly 
printed in East Vancouver and is the 
latest in a set of throwback garments the 
company has created including Luvafair 
T-shirts, Beaver Lumber and others. 
David Ian Gray, a retail analyst with 
DIG360, told Global News it is sad that 
A&B Sound closed but that there was 
nothing the legendary store could have 
done after the arrival of online music: 
“It’s just one of those iconic stories of the 
death of a sector because of the internet 
and no matter how good they were they 
just weren’t able to withstand what was 
happening with online music.”
T he legacy of A&B Sound
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Greasy pizza is the best pizza plain and simple. I think a lot of people care about the healthiness of their 
pizza and think the grease is bad. But if no other food 
exemplifies eating for pleasure, it should be a hot, greasy 
slice from your local pizzeria. That’s like the apex of ‘get in 
my belly and make me smile.’ 
Some people look at it and want to mop it up with a 
napkin or something and I think this is wrong; they should 
think of the grease as food enjoyment sweat. Imagine that 
the food is sweating in excitement for how good it will 
taste when you eat it. Like when a dog is wagging its tail so 
hard their whole body moves. This is how people should 
see pizza grease; a good thing meant to make you happy 
and happy to see you.
The thing that makes greasy pizza so good is that a lot 
of that grease comes from the cheese. All that extra fat and 
cholesterol just bubbles up to the surface in anticipation 
of being eaten. That’s always a good thing when your food 
anticipates you eating it. You don’t want a dry, tasteless and 
unexciting piece of cardboard to eat; no, you want your 
food to be sparkling with exuberance.
Any grease that didn’t come from the cheese must 
have come from the pepperoni and I have never heard 
a good argument against greasy pepperoni. Some 
places make or buy better or worse pepperoni, but the 
fat content is undeniably one of the best things about 
the good ones. Close your eyes and imagine a nice 
shiny slice of pizza with the edges curling up on the 
pepperoni. It's like little meat hugs aimed at your test 
buds. The very fat that the pepperoni releases onto the 
pizza is just further evidence of the tastiness in store. 
Doesn’t that just sound delicious?
Next up is the flavour that it adds. If I remember 
correctly, the flavour is called Umami and I learned that 
from Netflix’s Chefs Table. I mean the word even feels 
good to say, so it has to be good when you eat it. It's 
that unspeakable greasiness that coats your mouth and 
excites your tongue. That little film that covers your lips 
and gets on your chin. That sleazy taste reminds you of 
the days when you didn’t have to care too much about 
your grades or rent. I mean clearly, the flavour of that 
pepperoni and or cheese grease is important.  
So there you have it, incontrovertible evidence 
of the superiority of greasy pizza. It's undeniable, 
unquestionable, even unreal. I encourage you to go 
down to your local pizza place and get you a big ole 
greasy pie.
• Thanksgiving may best represent what 
Canada is as a country.
• An unctuous ode to greasy pizza
...and that's everything!
The shine of excellence
 › An unctuous ode to greasy pizza
Craig Allan
Business Manager
This Monday will be Thanksgiving. The day where we all gather around and eat 
turkey, I guess. Canadian Thanksgiving is 
not really considered one of the marquee 
holidays like Christmas. People may 
not even consider it better than pseudo 
holidays like St. Patrick’s Day or the other 
October holiday, Halloween. Of all the 
holidays though, Thanksgiving may be the 
best holiday in Canada due to its changing 
traditions and what it represents.
When Canadians think of 
Thanksgiving, they may think of it from a 
very American point of view. It celebrates 
the landing of settlers in North America 
and has images of sharing a table with 
Indigenous people (as misrepresented as 
that may be). It also includes the eating 
of turkey and watching football, with 
Canadian football acting as the substitute 
for American football. However, Canadian 
Thanksgiving is very different in terms of 
its origin from the American version.
Canadian Thanksgiving does have 
an Indigenous component to it, as it was 
also a celebrated day in some Indigenous 
communities. Traditionally, it was 
celebrated at the end of winter as a reward 
to the tribe members for their hard work 
during the tough winter months. It was 
celebrated with feasts, dancing, and other 
ceremonies of thanks. 
The first time it was celebrated 
by Europeans in what would later be 
known as Canada, was in 1578 when crew 
members led by English explorer Martin 
Frobisher celebrated arriving safely in 
what would later be known as Nunavut 
before sailing to Newfoundland by eating 
a meal at communion. Some consider 
this the first Canadian Thanksgiving, 
even though it occurred well before that 
name would ever be associated with North 
American holidays.
Thanksgiving in Canada wasn’t a 
formal holiday until 1879. Before this, 
the day was mostly celebrated whenever 
a major event happened. When it was 
declared as a holiday it was set for 
November 6. This is where it stayed until 
the finale of the first World War. Because 
of the significance of the date of November 
11, the government decided to move 
Thanksgiving to its current second Monday 
in October date. This is unfortunate 
considering that as of 2021, the holiday now 
bumps up with another commemoration 
of loss: the National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation for Indigenous people who 
were subjected to residential schools.
While the origins of Canadian 
Thanksgiving may be conflated with the 
American Thanksgiving, the traditions 
are influenced by our neighbours to the 
South. The eating of Turkey, squash, 
and the watching of football of both the 
Canadian and American variety also occurs 
in Canadian Thanksgiving celebrations. 
The one major difference is that Canadian 
Thanksgiving happens in October on 
the second Monday, unlike American 
Thanksgiving which occurs on the last 
Thursday of November.
So, why is Canadian Thanksgiving 
Canada’s best holiday? I feel it is because of 
how the holiday has evolved. The holiday 
was once a day for Indigenous people to 
celebrate making it through harsh winters. 
It was also a day for sailors navigating the 
difficult seas to celebrate making it to the 
scantly mapped continent. It then became 
a holiday to celebrate major events and 
bountiful crops. Now it is a day where we 
celebrate being with family and friends 
while enjoying their company over food 
and drink. The fact that the holiday’s 
significance has changed so much over 
hundreds of years is a great representative 
of Canada. A country that changes, and 
like Thanksgiving, gets better as the years 
go by. Thanksgiving is a truly great holiday 
because it reflects changing traditions.
This Thanksgiving, consider adding 
some new traditions to your Thanksgiving 
celebrations. It may very well be the best 
way to celebrate a holiday that is more than 
just turkey alone. 
Thanksgiving: Canada’s best holiday?
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Unlike most of the paintings that I discuss in this column, this particular masterpiece was found 
in a book rather than on a wall. I mean, it’s probably 
on a wall now, but that’s only because somebody 
decided to cut it out of the book. Imagine having 
the nerve—discovering a priceless illuminated 
manuscript and reaching for a pair of scissors as if 
culture is just one big scrapbooking party.
This scene portrays Saint Jerome and a lion. 
The lion looks grouchy while St. J. looks well-fed 
and the priest in the background looks concerned 
about the fact that there’s a lion in this painting. No 
doubt he would be more at his ease if Saint Jerome 
was giving a pedicure to a different sort of animal. 
Perhaps a lemming. Maybe an ostrich. Lions simply 
don’t have the right reputation to be hanging out 
with Dalmatian theologians getting their nails done. 
If you are confused, I assume he was born in the 
Roman province of Dalmatia and not that he was 
spotted and lived with firefighters. 
A little more research informs us that the lion 
had a thorn in his paw and Jerome is seen here 
removing the offending object. I implore you to 
imagine how life was for lions before Dalmatian 
theologians became a thing. No doubt they had 
to chew the thorns out of their own paws like 
peasants. I’ll wager you’ve never once thought about 
that, have you? 
It also turns out that the Saint was almost always 
portrayed in the company of this particular lion, so 
clearly the operation went well. It has been suggested 
that the priest in the background is arriving with 
some sort of ointment with which to aid Saint 
Jerome’s treatment of the lion. I cannot offer an 
opinion on this one way or the other—it seems a 
reasonable claim, but if you told me that he was 
simply hungry and had brought his priestly lunch, I’d 
find that equally credible.
The artist who produced this painting is known 
as the Master of the Murano Gradual. This tells us 
nothing about the artist whatsoever except that 
they were much involved in the production of this 
particular gradual from Murano. Whoever did this 
was clearly quite practiced at the art of taking thin 
bits of gold and gobs of egg yolk and turning them 
into pictures of disgruntled lions. You’d think that 
this information would narrow down the list quite a 
bit, but no; that appears to have been all that people 
in Murano did back in the day.
If you’re anything like me, you’re probably 
wondering “What’s on the back?” because usually if 
you cut a picture out of a book, there’s bound to be 
something written on the back. Just goes to show 
what you and I know. There’s nothing on the back at 
all. It’s plain as rice. 
• The cheeky art critic column






 › Saint Jerome fixes 
paws for fun
Whoever did this was clearly quite practiced at the art of taking thin bits of gold 
and gobs of egg yolk and turning them into pictures of disgruntled lions.
ComiCs


















 › Me eating a sliced loaf: 
slowly with moderation





There is an old saying that some people like
‘Cheap and cheerful’
Some things you buy are just cheap though
I got a water bottle cage for my bike
Just cheap
When it broke, I wasn’t cheerful
There are some things you shouldn’t buy too cheap
Alibaba express was a terrible idea for my bookshelf
I could have saved $30 and had my books on the floor anyways
‘Cheap and cheerful’
I need to stay off eBay when I want to treat myself
A little more cash and my computer chair wouldn’t have broken
It was cheap alright
I wasn’t cheerful though
The good stuff is too expensive
I always balk at the price
But then again,
There is another old saying:
‘You get what you pay for’ 
It’s cheap but I’m not cheerful























I know it 
You know it
It’s time for some tea
Earl Grey, Chai
Lemon Ginger, hibiscus
Anything is good to me
I need a book 
By my window
A little sunlight or just the dreary streaks
The rain falls
I turn pages
It is rainy in Vancouver
That’s pretty normal here
Rainy days





























18. Singer ____ McEntire
19. Bog fuel
20. Actor ____ Cruise
21. Rain or snow
24. Spouse's kin (hyph.)
26. Not as tight









42. She, in Lyon
43. Persia, now
44. Jobs


































30. Scientist ____ Sagan
33. Onionlike veggie
34. Movie showing














57. Got it! (2 wds.)
58. Not so much
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